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From  th«:  ' 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  AGRICULTURE  RADIO  SERVICE 

OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

■    SEPTEMBER  5,  1947 
First  Call        For  4-H  Congress 

The  variety  of  radio  activities  at  4-H  Congress  in  Chicago  this  year, 
makes  it  necessary  to  get  information  and  plans  for  coverage  under  way  much 
earlier  than  usual.; 

So  Joe  Tonkin  and  the  radio  committee  are  starting  right  now.  Tran- 
scription service  for  stations  who  will  not  hove  a  personal  representative 
at  Congress  and  transcribing  facilities  for  RFD»s  v/ho  wish  to  voice  their 
own  interviews,  will  be  available  as  in  other  years.     Indications  are  now 
that  these  facilities  mil  be  enlarged.     More  about  costs,  etc,,  as  soon 
as  the  contract  is  let.     It  will  be  of  great  help  to  Joe  in  making  arrange- 
ments,  if  you  w^rite  him  of  your  own  tentative  radio  plans  for  Congress. 

For  early  planning,  we  need  to  knovf:     How  many  of  the  RFD's  are  'going 
to  cover  wdth  vdre,   or  tape  recorders?    Will  there  be  a  need  for  a  v.dre  or 
tape  recording  engineer?    If  wire  and  tape  facilities  vrere  available,  would 
some  stations  send  in  spools  for  recordings  that  would  be  mailed  back  to 
them?    How  many  RFD's  mil  want  v^ax  recordings?    How  many  are  considering 
direct  lines  to  Chicago?     (3  did  last  year)'.    VJhat  are  other  suggestions 
that  the  committee  can  work  on  now? 

Write  Joe  Tonkin,  Extension  Radio  Specialist,  Radio  Service,  'U,  S, 
Department  of  Agriculti^re,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

Norwegian  Nutritionist 

Dr.   Knut  Breirem,  professor  of  animal  nutrition  at  the  University  of 
Agriculture,  Aas,  Norway,  will  be  visiting  agricultural  experiment  stations 
across  the  nation  during  September,  October  and  November,     He's  especially 
interested  in  animal  itutrition  research  and  teaching  methods.    Speaks  English 
well.      His  schedule,  beginning  next  week: 

State  College,  Penn,  Sept.  8-11  ..  Ithaca,  N.Y. ,  Sept  12-19  .,  Wooster, 
Ohio,  Sept  22-24  .,  Jfest  Lansing,  Sept  2.5-Oct  1  .,  Urbana,  Oct  2-8  ..  Madison, 
Wis,  Oct  10-16        St.  Paul,  Minn,  Oct  17-22  ,.  Ames,  Oct  23-29  ,,  Columbia, 
Mo,  Oct  31-Nov  6  .c  Davis,  Calif,  Nov  10-26. 
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Fe.rm  Accidents       A  Challenge 

Unless  there's  a  change  from  past  yeers,  a  disabling  accident  will  strike 
one  out  of  ever^.'"  four  or  five  farms  in  1947.    ''iVhat's  the  answer?    It  isn^t  that 
v/e  as  a  nation        farmers  in  particular        don't  know  better.     Almost  any 
victim  vail  admit  thet  his  accident  "could  have  been  avoided".     Then  what  is 
the  answer? 

I'Ve  put  the  question  to  one  of  the  nation's  good  farmers  this  summer, 
"You'll  just  have  to  keep  plugging  away  at  it",  he  said.     "You'll  have  to 
repeat  and  repeat,   'Don't  take  chances  I*  Most  any  experienced  farmer  knows 
Vv'hen  he's  taking  chances,  but  we  all  get  careless.     It's  a  long  time  cam- 
paign." 

LocR.1  examples  are  ample.    Every  comjnunity  has-  its  quota  of  persons 
disabled  by  accident.     There  are  RFE'^s  who  could  further  their  service  to 
rural  folks,  vith  a  year-round  farm  safety  campaign, 

Irre splaceable  Soil  Vj'asted 

Dr,  Hugh  Bennett,  chief  of  USDA's  Soil  Conservation  Service,  speaking  at 
Conway,  Ark,  this  week,  made  these  comments  on  soil  losses: 

"For  150  years  or  more,  we  pursued  an  agricultural  policy  in  this  country 
of  plow  up,  wear  out  or  v/ash  out,  and  move  on.     There  was  little  thought  of 
the  day  of  reckoning  that  surely  would  come  as  the  penalty  for  such  spendthrift 
ways  in  the  managem.ent  of  our  irreplaceable  productive  land  resurce.     As  a  re- 
sult, we  allowed  nearly  a  third  of  our  original  supply  of  tops  oil  to  wash  or 
blow  away, -Floods,  like  these  this  summer  in  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri 
River  valleys,  and  droughts  like  that  of  the  1930' s  have  helped  to  speed  up  the 
process  of  soil  waste,.,. 

"The  United  States  is  still  allowing  the  equivalent  of  about  500,000  acres 
to  be  lost  every  year  as  a  result  of  erosion.  Nearly  90  percent  of-  our  farm- 
land that  is  still  subject  to  erosion  is  yet  vdthout  the  protection  of  ef- 
fective, acre-by-acre  conservation  trentm.ent.  Erosion  is  still  costing  us  in 
the  United  States  more  than . a  bi llion  dollars  a  year  in  such  measurable  items 
as  direct  cost  to  fermjers,  contribution  to  flood  damages,  siltation  of  reser- 
voirs, and  so  on,"  .... 

4-H  Clubs  .c  To  The  South  Of  Us 

Countries  to  the   south-  of  us  are  taking  up  the  idea  qf  our  4-H  clubs, 
Althea  Thacker  of  USPA  Extension  Service  reports  that  Cuba  has.5-C  clubs, 
Venezuela  has  5-V  clubs,  and  both  Brazil  and  Peru  have  clubs  that  are  the 
counterpart  of  4~H  clubs. 

And  Quincy  Emng  of  our  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  tolls 
us  quite  a  bit  about  the  Argentina  clubs,  which  have  the  4-leaf  clover  for  a 
symbol.     The  four  leaves  carry  the  letters  RlIS,  a  Spanish  word  m^eaning  "the 
country"  or  "the  people".     The  letters  stand  for  "pensamiento"  (thought), 
"accion"  (action),  "integridad"  (integrity)  and  "salud"  (health), 

(Continued  page  3) 
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Clubs  in  Argentine,  are  sponsored  by  the  government  through  its  bureau  of 
extension  and  agricultural  development.     Most  of  them  have  been  developed  in 
the  last  two  years.     Only  a  few  existed  in  1945,     Now  there  are  about  700  • 
local  youth  units        most  of  them  connected  with  rural  schools,  with  teachers 
assuming  responsibility  for  leadership, 

Argentine  leaders  say  U.S.  4-K  clubs  inspired  organization  of  clubs  in 
that  country.     The  letters  PAIS  were  chosen  with  the  idea  of  promoting  their 
adoption  by  other  Spanish  speaking  countries  of  the  Americas.     Oscar  P.  Chieza, 
one  of  the  PAIS  leaders,  has  studied  extension  methods  in  the  United  States, 

Grain  Supplies  for  Overseas  '        '  .  ■ 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson,  speaking  5ept.  5  on  the  fourth  NBC 
broadcast  dealing  with  world  food  .problems,  said  in  closing:     "Our  Government 
intends  to  do  its  utmost  to  ship  grain  where  it  is  needed,  but  it  is  now 
evident  that  it  will  not  be  possible  to  ship  as  much  grain  this  year  as  vre 
did  last  year.     Aside  from,  the  fact  that  our  grain  supplies  are  smaller  this 
year,  foreign  countries  have  fewer  dollars  to  spend  for  our  grain'.     There  al- 
ready are  ominous  signs  of  foreign  Governments'  interest  in  grain  purchases 
from  us  falling  off,  because  of  their  shortage  of  dollars  with  which  to  pay, 

"Just  as  the-  sugar  shortage  was  eased  when  France  didn't  buy  in  order  to 
conserve  exchange,  so  our  grain  situation  could  ease  by  a  falling  off  in  ex- 
port buying  because  of  a  shortage  of  dollars  among  foreign  countries,  ¥fe 
must  never  forget  that.     But,  regardless  of  what  develops,  the  fact  remains 
that  the  needy  countries  must  manage  their  hom.e-grown  supplies  more  effectively 
than  in  the  pBst,     Even  if  they  do  this,  the  people  in  many  of  those  countries 
face  the  prospect  of  shorter  supplies  in  the  year  ahead," 

Seasonal  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Market  Nev-rs  Offices  to  Open  • 

For  additional  market  news  coverage,  many  of  you  will  be  interested'  in 
the, opening  of  the  following  seasonal  USDA  fruit  and  vegetable  market  news 
office  s  : 

Rochester,  N.Y,,  opened  Tuesday,  Sept,  2        covers  principally  apples 
and  cabbage.     First  office  opened  Sept,   11,  1917,     Presque  Isle,  Maine,  opens 
about  Sept.  10        covers  potato  market.     Opened  first  about  1917,     Idaho  Falls, 
Mont.,  will  open  a.bout  Sept.  25        potato  market.     Lakeland,  Fla . ,  opens  early 
in  October  ,,  citrus.    Weslaco,  Texas,  will  open  early  October  ,.  market  news 
on  fruits  and  vegetables  from  Low^er  Rio  Grande  Valley,     Martinsburg,        Va. , 
will  open  early  in  December       market  news  on  fruits. 

They'll  Talk  About  Light  and  Power 

National  Farm  Electrification  Conference  is  scheduled  for  Indianapolis 
(Claypool  Hotel),  Oct.  7-8,     Hassil  E,  Schenck,  president  Indiana  farm  bureau 
will  preside,     j^mong  speakers  will  be  governor  of  Indiana;  Hugh  Curtis, 
managing  editor  of  Successful  Frrming;  T.  E.  Hienton,  USDA  electrical  engineer; 
Geo.  W,  Cable,  editor  of  Electricity  on  the  J^rm,  and  Claude  R.  Wickard, 
administrator,  REA, 
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Kadderly  . ,  Chapter  Four 

(a  letter  from  Wallace  Kadderly  this  week  states  he  doesn't  know  when  he'll 
get  at  the  writing  of  "a  more  detailed  account"  of  his  semi-official  trip  this 
year  to  Austral ia-Nev;-  Zealand,     It  may  be  his  report  written  while  "dcwn  under" 
vdll  have  to  suffice,     Anyv/ay,  this  fourth  installment  begins  v/ith  Wallace's 
visit  to  the  farm  ovmed  and  operated  by  the  city  of  Melbourne  (Australia),  which 
he  says  is  SOIffiTEING.) 

"The  manager  drove  us  around  and  through  it        part  of  it,  rather.  It 
contains  25,000  acres        14,000  acres  of  this  are  irrigated.     Has  10,000  acres 
of  permanent  irrigated  pasture        with  more  going  in  all  the  time*     The  10,000 
acres  is  divided  into  paddocks  of  20  to  40  acres  each.     At  the  present  time  _ 
17,000  head  of  beef  cattle  and  7,000  sheep  are  grazing  on  these  pastures.  Most 
of  the  present  pastures  are  45  years  old        have  never  been  r e-worked  or 
re-seeded. 

"The  farm  has  13  miles  of  frontage  on  the  sea;  10  miles  frontage  on  a  high- 
way.    Five-hundred  men  work  on  it  the  year  aroundp     It  has  120  miles  of  roads; 
1,100  watering  troughs;  800  miles  of  fence,     Eefore  this  farm  got  under  way  the 
land  carried  one-half  to  thr ee-vquarters  of  a  sheep  to  an  acre  per  year.     New  it 
carries  14  sheep  per  acre  per  year.     Four  thousand  four  hundred  beef  calves  were 
born  on  the  place  last  spring,     Theplace  has  a  breeding  herd  of  5,000  females  ,, 
Hereford,  Angus  and  Shorthorn.     In  one  paddock  I  saw  75  head  of  2-year-old 
Shorthorn  steers  ready  for  market.    They  w  ould  average  about  900  pounds.  Well 
finished.     Better  than  most  of  our  grass  fat  cattle,  I  sh~ould  say.    All  in  all 
the  steers  and  heifers  that  I  saw  (and  it  ran  into  the  thousands)  v/ere  the 
sleekest,  healthiest  looking  animals  I  ever  have  glimpsed  in  one  place.    It  is 
'some  place.     You  have  to  see  it  to  believe  it, 

"To  give  ycu  an  idea  of  the  way  they  operate  this  farm:    Locke  pointed  out 
4  heav^/  drag  lines  engaged  in  digging  drainage  ditches;  and  5  heavy  caterpillar 
tractors  hooked  to  big  Le  Toumeau  earth  moving  machines  preparing  land  for 
irrigations     The  farm  ov/ns  all  this  heavy  equipment        and  more.  Eighty-eight 
houses  on  the  place  for  married  men  and  their  families;    four  schools;  a  recro-'* 
ation  hall;  a  church;  a  swimming  pool;  football  and  cricket  grounds  and  tennis 
courts.     Grows  its  own  trees  for  fence  posts.     Has  its  ovm  shops  . ,  and  big 
ones.     That's  the  statistical  side  of  this  story  of  the  farm, 

"The  most  significant  part  of  the  story  is  that  the  farm  is  used  for  dis- 
posal of  all  the  sev/age  from  the  city  of  Melbourne,    And  ho-.v  that  is  done  is 
fantastic-       yet  realistic  and  practical.     It's  a  remarkable  demonstration 
of  conservation*      The  proof  of  the  practicality  of  the  project  is  in 
the  sleek  cattle  and  healthy  sheep;  in  the   fact  that  there  a.re  no  snails  or 
flukes  found  in  the  pastures;  that  the  people  who  live  on  the  place  are  ex- 
tremely healthy. " 


After  Melbourne,  <7alle.ce  went  south  to  Hobart,  in  Tasmania,     "In  the  Hucan 
.Valley  about  70/o  of  Tasmania's  apple  crop  is  grovm.     This  valley  reminded  me  of 
the  Hood  River  Valley  in  Oregon,     They  grow  several  varieties  of  apples  that  are 

(Continued  page  5) 
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found  in  Hood  River  County  ,,  Jonathan,  Cleopatra  (our  Crtley),  Red  Delicious. 
Yields  per  acre  run  to  500  and  750  packed  boxes  per  acre.     But  the  trees  are 
smaller  and  more  of  them  to  the  acre.     Their  standard  planting  is  16  by  16  feet 
on  the  square.    No  irrigation.     Rainfall  about  35  inches  per  year,     I  inade  a 
recording  in  Hobart  with  W.  P.  Walker  of  the  Tasmanian  Department  of  Agriculture 
on  the  apple  industry  there. 

After  returning  to  Sydney,  Yfallace  "srent  to  Orange,  where  he  "spent  a  day 
attending  the  Grange  Show  (a  county  fair)  and  talking  vdth  men  who  raise  pure- 
bred sheep  ,,  Romney's,  Corrie dales,  Dorset  Horns  and  Border  Leicesters,  Next 
day  vre  visited  the  property  of  Thomas  Hood  a  few  miles  northwest  of  Orange e.  He 
has  3,200  acres.     Breeds  Corriedales.     Sheared  6,320  the  past  season.     Then  we 
went  on  to  "Yferribee" ,  the  'station', of  Fred  Howl  and  and  Sons        about  7,500 
acres.     They  have  2,000  to  3,000  acres  in  subterranean  clover  pasture  each  year. 
Carrj)^  from  7,000  to  10,000  Romney  sheep,     (xrovr  about  1,000  acres  of  wheat  each 
year  ,»  l^rs,  Rowland  has  a  purebred  Jersey  herd.     They  have  a  purebred  Angus 
herd,  too.  .  .  ' 

"Cn  April  30  went  by  auto  -Ad th  Lew  Toyne  end  Fred  Graham  into  the  north- 
eastern part  of  New  South  STaleSo     Toyne  is  agricultural  attache  for  the  United 
States  Embassy  in  Australia,     Graham  ov-tls  a  station  called  "Bongongo",  two  or 
three  hundred  miles  southwest  of  Sydney.     He  is  prominent  in  the  agricultural 
affairs  of  New  South  Wales.     Has  45,000  acres;  runs  30,000  sheep  and  has  a 
brooding  herd  of  1,700  Angus  cattle. 

"First  day  ..   drove  north  to  a  place  called  Hexham,  in  Hunter  River  Valley 
Cooperative  Dairy  Company,     It  has  about  1,200  members^     Makes  100  tons  of 
butter  a  year;  supplies  a  great -deal  of  milk  for  the  Sydney  market.     Then  on 
to  MussellbroOk  for  a  district  meeting  of  /gi^icultur?  1  Bureau,     Arrived  at 
Belltrees  ,.  a  'station''  operation  by  A,  H,  uTliito  ,,  about  seven 'arid  stayed 
there  that  night.    At  one  time  Belltrees  "v/as  part  of  a  200,000  acre  property 
ovmed  by  the  v\/hito  family.    Five  generations  of  I'Wiites  have  been  or  are  now 
on  this  place^     It  is  now  a  more  36,000  acres.     Eighteen  families  live  on  it. 
Takes  500  sheep  a  year  to  supply  the  workers  on  the  place,     jJach  family  has 
its  ovm  very  attractive  cottage.    Has  a  church,  a  school,  a  post  office,  a 
recreation  hall  \, ,  all  for  use  by  the  employees  and  their  familiesr  One 
thousand,  one  hjjindred  purebred  Angus-  cows;  58  herd  bulls;  total  of  about  4,000 
Angus  cattle  on  thto.  place  .,  and  5,000  C or riedaTe'  sheep," 

From  Ivlay  1  to  5  Wallace  visited  many  of  the  largo  "stations"  ..   (we  mdght 
call  them  ranches)        with  acreage,  cattle  and  sheep  all  numbered  in  the 
thousands.     On  Kay  5,  he  reports,  "We  got  up  early  and  all  went  into  Goondiwindi 
to  attend  the  Bushman's  Carnival,     It  would' be  called  a  rodeo  in  the  United 
States,    All  the  competition  was  staged  by  local  riders.     Mot  many  fine  people. 
Among  them,  the  IVhite  Brothers,     They -have  ■  large  holdings  in  Queensland,  Fred 
Graham  offered  to  bet  m.e  that  Allen  V'lhite  couldn't  tell  me  vathin  10,000  just 
how  many  anim.als  they  DID  have.     His  exact  answer  .,   'Oh,  I  don't  know;  about 
60,000,  I  guesso'     They  are  in  the  process  of  marketing  14,000  head  right  now, 
and  must  drive  and  haul  those  cattle  1,900  mdles  to  the  railhead.    The  two 
brothers  control  under  ownei^ship  or  lease  over  4  mdllion  acres  of  .range  land 
in  Northern  Territory," 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 


Heard  From 

Charles  L.  Muller,  director  of  agricultural  programs,  WSCR,  Scranton,  " 
Pa,,  writes  in  appreciation  of  RFD  Letter        uses  some  of  the  tips  and  other 
information  on  his  programs.     On  his  b*casts  he  uses  local  news,  extension 
news  from  "Cornell  and  Penn  State",  local  markets  and  weather,  and  some  wire 
copy. 

Praise        For  an  RFD 

We 'hear  that  Jim  Chapman  (WTAM,  Cleveland)  went  out  of  his  way  to  help 
other  RFD's  at  annual  convention  of  Vegetable  Grovrers  Association  of  /merica, 
"Through  his  cooperation  (i^rrites  Harry  Martin,  WFBM,  Indianapolis),  I  was 
able  to  record  (at  WTAM)  an  interview  with  a  number  of  Indiana  growers  foi* 
use  on  my  Hoosier  Farm  Circle  ,«  material  that  vdll  help  me  in  serving  com- 
mercial growers  around  Indianapolis,     Perhaps  you  can  find  space  to  thank 
Jim  for  help  to  me  and  other  RFD's  at  this  convention," 

Consider  yourself  thanked  ,,  JIM  I    Maybe  such  appreciation .will  partially 
repay  you  for  the  hours  you  put  in  handling  publicity  for  the  Association, 
(Jim  wrote  us  recently  he'd  agreed  to  take  on  the  job  ,.  and  vfondered  where 
he'd  find  the  time,     V/ell  .,  a  good  RFD  always  finds  time  for  service  to  his 
community,) 

Service        for  San  Fernp^ndo  Valley 

KGIL  (San  Fernando  Valley  B'casting  Co.)  ,,  which  "expects  to  be  on  the 
air  about  Oct,   1,,  1,000  watts,  18  hours  a  day"        has  employed  Harry  A, 
Caldwell  as  a  full-time  agricultural  director.     They  say,  "six  days  a  week, 
from  7  to  8  a.m, ,  we  have  scheduled  'The  F^rm  Editor'  program. .... It  is  our 
aim  to  provide  a  real  community  service," 

Entomologist  From  Copenhagen 

Just  heard  that  Johannes  Keiding , entomologist  from  Technological  Insti- 
tue  of  Copenhagen,  is  visiting  experiment  stations  along  the  east  coast. 
He's  especially  interested  in  insecticides  .,   speaks  English  well.  His 
schedule;     Sept  4,  Newark,  Del,,.  Sept  11,  New  Brunswick,  N, J, ,,  Sept  17, 
Nev.'  Haven,  Conn...  Sept  18,  Durham,  N.H...  Sept  22,  Ithaca,  N.Y. 

How  Our  Forests  Serve  Us 

For  any  use  RFD's  may  make  of  it,  we  enclose  "How  Our  Forest  Serve  Us", 
Bill  Bergoffen  of  U.  S.  Forest  Service  tells  us  it's  widely  used  by  those. who 


need  a  quick,  simple  summary  on  forests. 


Kenneth  M,  Gapen  / 


Enclosures: 

Hov;  Our  Foreste  Serve  Us 
Agricultural  Outlook  Digest  (August) 


Assistant  Director. .o$ 


Chief  J  Radio  and  Video'-  //^ 
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Re- stocking       ^Aft'er  Foot~and -Mouth  Disease 

Question  came  up  this  week        How  soon  after  animals  vvith  foot-and- 
mouth  disease  ore  destroyed,  and  premises  disinfected,  are  said  premises 
safe  for  new  animals.     Dr.  M,  R,  Clarkson,  who  has  charge  of  livestock 
inspection  and  quarantine  work  of  the  Department's  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry, 
gave  the  time-tested  method,,  that  has  been  used  in  outbreaks  of  foot-and- 
mouth  disease  in  the  United  States        and  is  now:  being  used  in  Mexico. 

After  yards  of  barns  that  have  held  iriTt^cted  animals  are  disinfected, 
and  the  manure  removed        no  susceptible  animals  should  be  brought  in  for 
at  least  two  months,  preferably  longer.     The  tim.e  usually  rs  set  by  the 
inspector,  v/ho  is  experienced  in  such  matters. 

The  next  step  is  to  bring  in  a  few  pigs  and  calves        or  other  cloven- 
hoofed  livestock  .,  as  test  animals.     Younger  animals  are  used  because  they 
are  quite  susceptible,  and  usually  not  so  valuable  as  older  animals.  If 
test  animals  remain  healthy  for  several  weeks  or  more,  depending  on  conditions 
..  then  it's  safe  to  restock  gradually. 

Dr,  Clarkson  pointed  out  that  foot-and-mouth  disease  is  exceedingly 
infectious.     It  spreads  by' direct  contact,  and  by  body  secretions.  Animals 
can  become  infected  just  by  walking  along  the  same  path,  or  using  the  same 
yard  or  pasture,  or  the  same  drinking  trough  as  others  infected;  Care- 
takers may  carry  the  infective  virus  on  their  hands  or  clothing. 

Want a  Build  a  House? 

From  Lou  Childers,  who  handles  "information"  natters  for  our  USDA  agri- 
cultural engineers,  v;e  ha.ve  obtained  for  RFD's  an  announcement  of  "Six  New 
Farmhouse  Plans",     To  us,  it  looks  as  though  som.e  of  them  would  do  as  well 
in  tcATL  a  s  in  the  country.    Right  noxv  v^e  can't  tell  you  what  states  will  be 
hp.ndling  these'  plans.     But  if  you  or  your  listeners  are  interested,  you  can 
write  U,  S.  Departiiient  of  .'-griculture.  Division  of  Farm.  Buildings  and  Rural 
Housing,  Beltsville,  Lid,     (See  first  page  of  Enclosedo)     Just  looking  at 
the-  plans  makes  us  want  to  build  a  houses. 

Heading  For  The  Last  (l947)-Rourid^p.  is  title  of  enclosure  bringing  this 
year's  labor  situation  up-to-date,  as  viewed  by  farm  labor  office  in  Extensior 
Service,     RFD's  will  find  it  contains  a  lot  of  useful  information. 


More  Information  , ,  -  On  Community  Hospitals 


To  help  communities  which  hope  to  benefit  from  the  Hospital  Survey  and 
Construction  ^ct  that  became  lav;  a  year  ago.,  the  U,  S.  Public  Health  Service 
has  Just  issued  a  series  of  five  pamphlets,    A  copy  of  any  one,  or  all,  of 
the  following,  is  available  on  request: 

"The  Hospital  Survey  and  Construction  Act"  is  a  summary'-  of  the  law  and 
regulations,     '*Why  We  Need  More  Hospitals"  gives  the  story  of  hospital  needs 
in  this  country,     *The  Hospital  Act  and  Your  Community"  tells  in  simple  terms 
what  the  program  means  to  States  and  communities.,     "l/That  is  a  Hospital  System?" 
describes  a  coordinated  hospital  system,  intended  to  extend  the  scope  of 
hospital  care,    Sample  copies  of  these  ps.mphlets  are  available  free  on  re- 
quest to  the  U.  S,  Public  Health  Service,  Ymshington  25,  D,  C, 

Fire,!  I    ..On  .American  Farms 

Of  the  10,000  Americans  burned  to  death  last  year,  3,500  were  farm  folk. 
Farm  property  fire  loss  was  about  |85,000,000.    A  great  many  farm  fires  can 
be  prevented  by  simple,  common-sense  methodso    If  HFD's  want  to  be  of 
SERVICE  the  year  around,  as  well  as  during  Fire  Prevention  Week  ,,  Oct.  5-11 

there's  good  factual  material  in  enclosed  fact  sheet  from  USDA  Safety 
Council,    Fev/er  farm  fires        like  fewer  farm  accidents  ..  will  come  only 
from  constant  reminders  that  carelessness  is  costly. 

Items  You  Shouldn't  Miss 

Seems  as  though  we've  had  an  unusual  number  of  important  news  releases 
this  week.     Hope  RFD's  follow  our  daily  mailing  of  releases  ,,  and  especially 
The  Daily  Summary.       (Wish  the  mails  vmre  faster,  especiall3'-  for  those  of  you 
who  live  in  the  Midwest  ,,  and  beyond.) 

We've  had  this  week  the  first  of  a  number  of  releases  on  research  pro- 
jects set  up  by  the  USDA  under  the  Research  and  Marketing  /ct  of  1946,  These 
have  been  mailed  you.     One  will  be  a  further  study  of  kinds  of  foods  consumed 
by  different  groups,  as  well  as  requirements       vdth  purpose  of  improving 
diets  and  expanding  consumption  of  agricultural  commodities,   especially  those 
most  likely  to  be  surplus. 

Another  mil  seek  better  methods  of  refrigerating  fruits  and  vegetables 
from  farm  to  consumer.     Combining  of  inbred  lines  of  chickens  to  jproduce 
superior  hybrids        is  a  project  to  be  carried  on  at  Beltsville,  Md, ,  Purdue 
University,  other  state  experiment  stations  and  by  other  agencies. 

To  stimulate  foreign  demand  for  agricultural  products  usually  produced  in 
this  country  in  excess  of  domestic  needs        products  such  as  fruit,  tree  nuts, 
tobacco i  cotton  and  rice        USDA  ivill  assign  commodity  specialists  to  work  in 
this  country  and  abroad.     Another,  project  will  study  forecast  rmd  control  of 
three  major  crop  diseases  ..  late  blight  of  toimto.es  and  potatoes,  blue  mold 
of  tobacco  and  dovmy  mildew  of  cucurbits. 

Watch  for  other  projects  to  be  announced  from  time  to  time. 
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Soybeans  Used  in  Shotgun  Shells 

Hinters  may  be  using  a  product  developed  in  researeii  work  v;ith  soybeans  at 
USDA^s  Northern  Regional  Research  Laboratory,  Peoria,  111,     A  company  manufactui** 
ing  l&rg«  quantities  of  casings  for  shotgun  shells  has  found  a  soybean  adhesive 
developed  at  the  Laboratory,  highly  satisfactory  in  binding  paper  used  in  the 
casing  walls.     Dr.  G,  E,  Hilbert,  director  of  the  Laboratory,  reported  on  the 
work  to  the  American  Soybean  Association,  meeting  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  Sept,  5, 

He  sedd  tests  shovj-ed  shells  m.ade  "vvith  the  soybean  protein  adhesive  did  not 
deteriorate  in  storage;  were  equal  to,  or  superior  to,  those  made  by  the  company 
previously.    The  casings  were  tougher  and  more  leathery,  and  had  better  'Vater 
resistance". 

The  cartridge  casing  company  last  year  began  exploring  the  possibility  of 
developing  new  sources  of  adhesives,  as  casein  used  was  high  in  price  and 
limited  in  supply,     ^'fter  me.ny  trials,  the  company  concluded  that  most  non- 
agricultural  adhesives  from  coal,  petroleum,  or  mineral  products  were  unsuited. 

The  company  then  sought  the  help  of  the  "Northern  Laboratory,  Several 
different  soybe8.n  protein  adhesives  were  developed.    Laboratory  chemists  and 
the  cartridge  company  ran  pilot-piaLUt  te^sts,  and  then  full-scale  plant  trials. 
Actual  commercial  use  of  soybean  protein  for  shotgun  shell  casings,  began 
the  forepart  of  1947. 

U,S.  Buys  Seed  For  World  Needs 

Buyers  in  the  U.S.  Department  of  -Agriculture  on  June  30  completed  nearly 
six  ;^'ears  of  a  seed  supply  program  that  began  on  November  12,  1941,     On  that 
date  the  Department  purchased  grass  seed  for  shipment  to  the  United  Kingdom 
under  lend-lease. 

Since  then  the  USDA  has  bought  102,243,898  pounds  of  vegetable  seeds  valued 
at  136,721,737  ..  and  396,419,351  pounds  of  field  seed  valued  at  |39,512,588, 
Although  seed  was  purchased  primarily  for  distribution  through  lend-lease, 
purchases  also  were  made  for  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Hed  Gross,  UNREA  and 
others.   Nations  the  world  oyer  have  benefitted. 

More  than  60  different  kinds  of  field  seeds  have  been  purchased.  These 
range  from  seed  of  the  more  comjnon  field  crops  such  as  corn,  wheat,  oats  and 
rye  ,,  to  seed  of  alfalfa,  clover  and  the  many  grasses.    Vegetable  seeds,  more 
than  50  different  kinds,  were  for  garden  crops  crops  such  as  melons,  tomatoes, 
turnips,  beans,  beets,  carrots,  cucumbers,  lettuce,  parsnips  and  squash,  but 
included  also  chicory,  endive,  'fennel,  leek  and  salsify. 

Quantities  of  many  vegetable  seeds  required  were  so  much  in  excess  of  normal 
production,  that  growing  contracts  seemed  to  be  the  only  way,_t.o  get  adequate 
supplies.     This  was  specially  true  of  biennials,  such  as  beet,  cabbage,  carrot 
and  onion  seeds.     Onion  seed  was  most  difficult  of  the  m.aj or.  biennial  crops  to 
obtain  in  quantities  required  by  claimant  countries.    Not  until  1944  were  onion 
seed  supplies  large  enough  to  meet  requirements.     In  1944  and   '45  production  vras 
nearly  four  times  the  1939-41  average. 
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Kadderly's  Travels        (Concluded)  ... 

(Last  week  v^re  left  ijallace  Kadderl^r  right  at  the  border  between  New  South 
Wales  and  Queensland  to  the  north        attending ''the  Bushman^  s  Carnival  at 
Go'^ndiwindi,     At  7  a.m.   (May  6),  Wallace  writes,  "we  were  on  the  road 
reached  Brisbane  at  7  p.m."    Here  we  pick  up -his  letters  again): 

"On  May  7,  called  on  United  States  Consul  (Brisbane).    Made  two  recordings 
for  use  on  the  local  station  of  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission  ,«  and 
immediately  after  lunch  set  sail  southward  via  the  Pacific  Highway  (yep 
that's  what  they  call  it)  for  Lismore,     The  last  40  miles  into  Lismore  reminded 
me  of  our  coast  counties  in  Oregon  and  Washington,     General  appearance  of  the 
country  quite  similar.    Reached  Lismore        population  about  16,000  ..at 
6:30  Pom,        145  miles  south  of  Brisbane, 

"Thursday  and  Friday  were  spent 'in  meeting  a  schedule  the  likes  of  which 
I've  never  experienced  in  my  life,  -  Can't  describe  it  fully  here.     Suffice  it 
to  say  that  it  included  a  formal  civic  reception  at  Kyogle;  a  similar  reception 
at  Casino;  and  a  third  here  at  Lismore        all  in  one  day.     The  Lismore  re- 
ception was  broadcast  over  local  radio  station.    On  each  occasion  I  aclmowledged 
compliment  being  paid -us .     Last  night  I  talked  to  Lismore  Rotary  Club.  Today 
officials  of  a  neighboring  shire  officially  welcomed  us  at  the  Wollongar 
Experiment  Farm  operated  by  the  New  South  Wales  Department  of  Agriculture,  And 
tonight  I  spoke  to  a  group  of  people  interested  in  Junior  Farmer  Clubs  in  this 
district, " 

Of  his  days  in  Australia,  Vv'allace  writes,  "I  got  into  five  States  (New 
South  Wales,  Victoria,  South  Australia,  Tasmania  and  Queensland )«     I  tre.velled 
2  500 -miles  by  air  and   3500  miles  by  auto.    Visited  a  great  mjany  of  all  kinds 
of  farms  .,  poultry,  dairy.,  fruit,  livestock       rouging  from  12  acres  to 
60,000  acres,     I  was  on  many  agricultural  research  stations  and  research  farms; 
had  a  chance  to  get  a  close-up  of  several  agricultural  colleges.     Viewed  several 
farm  cooperative  associations  and  talked  v.dth  managers;  talked  with  many  fellows 
who- in  our  country  would  be  called  county  agricultural  agents 

"And  right  here  is  a  good  point  to  take  up  the  story  after  leaving  Lismore, 
We  travelled  south  into  the  Clarence  River  Valley  ,,  one  of  the  great  dairy 
areas  of  New  South  Wales*,., to  the  tovm  of  Grafton,     It's  headquarters  of 
Dick  Darragh,     Lot's  cell  him  county ' agricultural  agent.     His  district  is  60 
miles  vd.de  by  160  ndles  long.     In  it 'are  4800  farmers,     Darrogh  has  no  as-  . 
sistant  and  no  secretary.    And  he  has  been'-'on  that  job  almost  25  years, 

"Darragh  took  us  to  the  Grafton  Experiment  Farm  c,  1000  acres.  On  it  are 
purebred  Angus  cattle;  a  herd  of  purebred  Illiwarra  Shorthorns;  and  purebred 
Berkshire  hogs.     Best  cov;  in  the  Illiwarra  herd  produced  465  pounds  of  butter- 
fat  in  273  days.     Several  covrs  in  th©  herd  vath  records  of  over  400  pounds  in 
the  same  period        273  days," 

From  Grafton,  Wallace  visited  other  farms  on  his  way  south  to  Sy<iney,  • 
which  ho  reached  on  May  16,     Here  he  spent  f our  d ays  "getting  squared' away  to 
leave  the  country  ,,  and  that  process  included  di ctatin'g  about  a  'hundred  • 

(Continued  page  5) 
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letters  to  people  who  had  v^ritten  to  me  for  one  reason  or  poiother  following 
broadcasts  that  I  had  made  from  time  to  time, 

"So        early  in  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  May  20,  I  boarded  the  Quantas 
seaplane  for  Auckland,     It  was  goodbye  Australia  after  8  of  the  most  pleasant 
tveeks  of  my  life,     Australia       where  80  percent  of  the  people  live  within  50 
miles  of  the  sea  coast,    'Where  people  are  cordial  and  friendly  to  an  American 
if  he  v/ill  only  remember  that  after  all  he  is  just  a  visitor  end  not  there  to 
make  over  the  country.     Land  of  brick  houses  and  red  terra  cotta  roofs  v.'here 
the  national  drinks  are  tea  and  beer  and  water  is  something  to  wash  in,  m.ostly, 
■l\Tiere  traffic  m.oves  to  the  left  rather  than  to  the  right       where  sidewalks 
are  called  footpaths,  elevators  are  lifts,  trucks  are  lorries,  freight  cars 
are  trucks, 

"It*s  where  sheep  and  cattle  are  purchased  in  what  we  would  call  stock- 
yards on  the  basis  of  what  the  buyer  estimates  they  will  weigh  and  dress  out, 
and  are  sold  at  so  much  a  head  as  they  stand  and  never  run  over  the  scales, 
A  land  where  you  can  get  pretty  good  hotel  accommodations  with  three  meals 
for  about  |2,50  a  day  in  our  m.oney       but  where  very  few  hotels  have  rooms 
mth  baths  and  hp.rdly  any  have  coat  hangers.     Land  where  every  city  and  towTi 
of  any  size  has  its  race  track  and  play  fields  for  tennis,  soccer,  rugby  and 
cricket  ,,  and  where  the  v/ide  open  spaces  are  really  wide.     Land  of  more  kinds 
of  eucalyptus  trees  than  you  have  fingers  and  thumbs  .,  eucaljrptus  for  beauty, 
for  lumber,  for  forage  vihen  the  drouth  strikes  hard,    Tihore  nylon  stockings  are 
practically  unknov/n.     Where  autos  and  radio  sets  cost    about  tmce  what  they 
sell  for  in  the  LYiited  States,    IVhere  clothing  and  red  m.eat  are  still  rationed* 

"Words  can't  describe  my  regret  on  leavD.ng  Australia,     I  can*t  say  enough 
in  appreciation  of  the  way  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Comm.ission  made  my  v/ay 
smooth;  the  cordial  hospitality  of  people  v/hom  I  net  ever^'wherej  the  oppor- 
tunities given  me  to  see  Australia  as  it  is        especially  its  agriculture." 

Farmers  Can  Take  It 

There  Vv^s  a  paragraph  from  the  Kimberley  letter  that  we  didn^t  have  room 
for  on  Page  6.     He  said,  "It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  close  vdthout  saying 
a  goo.d  v/ord  for  the  farm  people  I've  seen  and  for  farmers  throughout  the  nation. 
They  probably  have  Isbored  under  the  most  adverse  v/eather  conditions  known  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  yet  not  once  did  I  hear  any  farm.er  complain  about  the 
poor  prospects  of  a  corn  crop.     In  fact,  they  •"ere  extremely  thankful  that 
through  the  vmr  years  the  v/eatherman  had  been  kind    enooigh.  to  permit  the  grovving 
of  huge  crops  of  corn  and  other  grain  at  a  time  when  it  was- so  badly  needed," 

Ag  Situation        September  Issue 

We  hope  all  you  radio  farm  editors  are  on  the  mailing  list  for  BAE's 
monthly  Agricultural  Situation.     September  issue  looks  good.     Here  are  some  of 
the  titles,   "Farm-Citjr  Living  Compared"        "Cash  Receipts  of  Farmers"  .,  "More 
People  on  Fams"  .,  "Turkeys  For  the  Holidays",     "Cotton  Crop  Outlook",  All 
we've  seen  so  far  is  page  proof,  so  those  on  regular  mailing  list  will  be 
getting  their  copy  soon.     If  you  don't  get  Agricultural  Situation,  and  vrant 
it,  let  us  knov/. 
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AMOm  OURSELVES 

Kimberley  . .  in  Corn  Country 

RFD's  might  be  interested  in  a  few  lines  from  a  letter  that  came  this 
week  from  o^ohn  Kimberley,  of  USDA's  grain  branch,  who's  on  a  midwest  field 
trip,'    John  is  an  Iowa  farmer  (although  his  son  is  now  farming  the  home 
place)  and  keeps  his  ear  pretty  close  to  the  grass  roots.     Before  he  left^ 
John  promised  to  report  on  what  he  saw  and  heard  as  he  drove  westward  through 
the  Corn  Belts     His  "observations",  as  he  crossed  Ohio  and  Indiana  the  last 
week  in  August: 

"Corn  looked  gaod^  but  is  frojn  2  to  3  w&ok§  lato>-   Heavy  rains- that  ?^ek 
will  increase  ^deld,  but  also  slow  up  maturity.     Unless  an  unusually  late 
fall,  with  ideal  v/eather  for  com  to  dry  in  the  field,  farmers  vdll  have  a 
wet  corn  problem.     Those  I  talked  with  realize  this,  but  so  far  had  no  plans 
for  artificial  drying  or  preparing  cribs  to  handle  high  moisture  corn,  I 
think  any  practical  facts  on  drying  and  ventilating  wet  corn  that  can  be  put 
on  the  radio,  would  be  more  than  welcome.     They  asked  me  numerous  questions 
along  this  line." 

Of  south  and  southwestern  lovra  he  writes,  "Some  fields  are  being  plowed 
under.     The  difference  between  corn  on  a  field  in  a  high  state  of  fertility 
and  com  on  a  field  of  low  fertility,  was  noticeable,     A  corn  field  that  had 
been  properly  rotated,  with  organic  matter  plowed  under  and  fertilizer 
sensibly  used,  would  have  a  surprisingly  good' crop,  considering  the  weather. 
But  an  adjoining  field  that  had  been  in  com  or  soybeans,  without  any  legumes 
plov/ed  under,  would  be  a  near  failure.     This  was  pointed  out  time  and  again 
by  farmers  I  visited.    One  farmer  said,  as  v/e  stood  looking  at  two  20-acro 
fields  of  corn  on  his  farm: 

"'That  20  you  see  at  the  right  mil  make  at  least  60. bushels  to  the  acre 
because  I  plowed  under  a  good  grov/th  of  red  clover  last  fall.     This  spring  I 
used  250  pounds  of  fertilizer  per  acre.     That's  the  only  reason  it's  so  much 
better  than  the  adjoining  field  Vvtiich  is  exactly  the  same  type  of  land  ex- 
cept it  was  in  com  last  year,     I've  had  to  farm  my  lajid  too  hard  to  produce 
the  amount  of  food  stuff  required  of  me  to  help  win  the  war  and  feed  a  hungry 
world.    My  land  is  paying  a  terrific  price  to  get  this  Job  done  and  if  I  don* 
get  back  on  a  better  rotation,  my  entire  production  is  going  to  go  down. 
You've  got  to  put  back  what  you  take  out,'     I  think  this  fellow  best  expresse 
what  many  farmers  tried  to  tell  mc," 

A  Visit  From  Beaty 

Our  office  favored  this  week  with  a  visit  from  Layne  Beaty,  the  (WBAP) 
Fort  Yvorth  RFD  who  heads  the  nation's  radio  farm  directors.  Proxy  Beaty  was 
on  his  way  to  >*,tlc!.ntic  City  pow-wow  (KAB  convention),  .  /. 

Cordially, 


Enclosure s  ; 

Six  New  Farmhouse  Plans 

Fire  Prevention  Week,  1947- 

1947  Farm  Labor  Program  (Supplement) 
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Kenneth  M,  Gap en. 

Assistant  Director  of  Information 
Chief,  Radio  and  Video 
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Painting  Troubles  .«  Maybe  This  Will  Help 


RADIO  SERVICE 


Bill  Bergoffen  of  Forest  Service  tipped  us  off  to  a  new  publication  this 
week.     It's  iVood  Propertie s  and  Paint  Durability^     Copy  enclosed.     If  you've 
had  painting  problems,  maybe  you  can  find  some  of  the  ansv/ers  in  this  bulletin 
..  especially  if  they're  connected  with  kind  and  quality  of  wood  painted. 
Wood  Properties  and  Paint  Durability,  Forest  Service  publication,  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  V/ashington  ?.5,  D,  C,  at  10  cents 
a  copy.     No  stamps. 


Plans  for  RFD's 


at  Electrification  Conference 


From.  Glenn  Sample,  publicity  and  local  arrangements  chairmxan  for  the  coming 
National  Farm  Electrification  Conference  (Claypool  hotel,  Indianapolis,  Oct,  7-8), 
comes  announcement  he's  arranged  for  radio  transcriptions  for  those  who'd  like 
'em.     Contact  Ed  Mason,  program  director,  V/IBC,   Indianapolis,  who's. in  charge  of 
cutting  schedule.     He  can  give  you  cost,  also,     (If  interested,  write  him  right 
away , ) 

Conference  v«rq.s  held  last  yecr  for  first  time        in  Chicago.  Several 
hundred  agricultural  engineers,  electric  suppliers  and  equipment  officials, 
government  officials  and  farm  leaders  attended.     About  50  radio  and  press 
men  were  there.     They  expect  2  to  3  times  that  many  this  year.)     Hassil  Schenck, 
Hoosier  farmer  and  president  of  Indiana  farm  bureau  was  named  national  chairman. 

It's  a  conference,   says  Glenn,  not  a  convention*     No  resolutions  are 
adopted.     Most  of  the  time  goes  to  discussing  problems  pertaining  to  efficient 
and  more  vridespread  uses  of  electricity  on  the  farm  and  in  the  . farm""  home -Qnly 
three  speakers  are  scheduled  ,,  Indiana's  Lt,  Governor,  Wickard  of  the  REA  and 
Hienton  of  USDA's  farm  electrification  division,    -Discussions  the  rest  of  the 
time.     The  confe'rence  considers  out-of-bounds  all  questions  pertaining  to  power 
di stributionc     Only  matters  scheduled  for  discussion  are  those  dealing  "with 
pov/er  use  on  farms  and  in  farm  homese 

And  Glenn  has  arranged  with  Indianapolis  Press  Club  for  guest  privileges 
for  those  of  press  and  radio  present.     But  for  room  reservation,"  write  di rectly 
to  the  Claypool  hotel.     For  copy  of  program.,  write  Glenn  Sample,  Farm  Bureau 
Bldg. ,  47  S.   Pennsylvania  St,,  Indianapolis  4,     Do  it  now^ 
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Uncle  Sam^s  Meat  Inspectors        Keep  Busy 

Work  of  the  Federal  Meat  Inspection  Service  doesn^t  get  many  headlines 
during  the  year,  but  this  branch  of  our  Bureau  of  ./'nimal  Industry  has  a  year- 
around  job,    A  perusal  of  its  activities  for  the  last  fiscal  year  brings  up 
follov/ing  factual  information: 

During  the  year  inspections  were  made  at  1,117  establishments  in  433 
cities  and  towns.     At  year's  end  498  slaughtering  establishments,  and  464 
companies  doing  meat  processing  only,  were  operating  under  federal  inspection. 
There  was  a  marked  increase  in  number  of  cattle,  goats  and  horses  slaughtered, 
a  slight  increase  in  calves  and  hogs,   but  a  decrease  in  sheep  and  lambs.  A 
large  quantity  of  canned^  cured  and  frozen  horse  meat  was  prepared  for  export, 
(Horses  are  slaughtered,  and  their  meat  handled,  in  establi shm.ent s  apart  from 
those  in  which  other  animals  are  slaughtered.) 

Some  of  the  duties  of  Federal  m.eat  inspectors:     They  examine  food  animals 
prior  to  slaughter  to  eliminate  diseased  animals,  and  those  with  any  other 
unwholesome  condition.     They  thoroughly  check  each  carcass  after  slaughter  to 
eliminate  diseased  or  otherwise  unfit  meat.     All  unfit  meat  ond  meat  products 
are  destroyed  for  food  purposes.     They  supervise  preparation  of  neat  and  m.eat 
food  products  and  guard  against  use  of  hannful  preservatives  and  other  unac- 
ceptable ingredient  So     They  certify  meat  and  meat  food  products  for  export, 
and  inspect  those  offered  for  imiportation  into  this  country.     They  make  sure 
that  meat  and  meat  food  products  meet  specified  requirements,  when  purchased 
by  the  government, 

Ivileat  Inspection  Service  also  approved  21,380  nev;  labels  and  sketches  for 
labels  at  inspected  establishments.     But  they  v.d.thheld  approval  from  1,928 
sketches  and  labels  that  did  not  com.ply  v.dth  labeling  requirements. 

There  were  numerous  investigations  of  alleged  violations  of  the  Meat 
Inspection  Act  and  Regulations,  34  chprges  of  violation  were  m.ade,  and  102 
letters  of  warning  issued. 

In  its  year's  work,  the  Service  inspected  about  84,000,000  animals 
both  before  and  after  slaughter.     You  can  see  why  Uncle  Sam's  meat  inspectors 
never  lack  for  something  to  do. 

Wholesale  Markets  ,.  Surveyed 

PMA.  released  a  report  on  a  survey  of  the  Atlanta  wholesale  market  this  week. 
It's  similar  to  five  others  prepared  during  the  past  year.     Surveys  of  the 
markets  were  at  the  request  of  local  civic,  marketing,  and  farm  groups.  In 
every  case  the  volume  of  produce  was  far  too  much  for  existing  facilities, 
Improvem.ont  in  the  market  was  necessary,  and  PM's  Marketing  Facilities  Branch 
was  asked  to  study  and  recommend  facilities  that  would  permit  speedier  and 
cheaper  marketing  Vidth  less  v/asteo 

Reports  soon  v/ill  be  released  on  the  m.arkcts  at  Hartford,  Conn,;  Columbus, 
Ohio;  and  Columbia,  S^C.     Studies  are  being  made  on  markets  at  St,  Louis, 
Houston  and  San  Antonio,  Benton  Harbor,  Mich,,  Richmond,  Va,,  and  Baton  Rouge, 
■La,     Let  us  knov/  if  you'd  like  copies  of  repcrts  already  issued  or  those  on 
the  vra.y. 
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Two  Reports  on  FAQ 

Patrick  Condon,  who's  in  charge  of  what- we  call  the  control  desk  in  Office 
of  Information  (he  rides  herd  on  publications)        has  made  available  to  us 
copies  of  the  Second  Annual  Heport  of  the  Director-General  to  the  FAO  Conferencca 
Copy  for  RFD's  enclosed. 

If  you've  sometimes  felt  you'd  like  to  be  brought  up-to-date  on  FAO 
this  report  should  do  it.     Incidentally,  the  term  of  Sir  John  Boyd  Orr  as 
director-general,  was  scheduled  to  end  in  December,  but  he  has  agreed  to 
remain  until  a  successor  can  be  found. 

Also  enclosed,  is  a  SUMMRY  of  the  recent  FAO  Geneva  conference,  which 
tells  you  (page  3)  a  little  more  about  how  a  new  director- general  is  to  be 
chosen.     It  explains  also,  creation  of  the  World  Food  Council        made  up  of 
18  member  governments  elected  by  the  conference,  and  gives  functions  of  the 
Council.  .  .  ■ 

A  paragraph  in  the  annual  report  is  v/orth  careful  thought.     Sir  John 
writes:     "Meanwhile  the  paradox  of  the  years  betv/een  the  wars  shows  signs  of 
being  repeated.     The  increase  ©f  agricultural  production  achieved  by  exporting 
countries  in  their  efforts  to  relieve  the  v/orld  shortage  may  vrell  lead  to  the 
sudden  occurence  of  unmarketable  surpluses.     Already  a  surplus  of  wool  is 
threatened  and  surpluses  of  cereals,  sugar,  and  certain  other  products  may 
soon  appear.     Unless  measures  are  taken  in  advance  to  deal  vath  these  surpluses, 
they  will  again  bring  ruin  and  misery  to  millions  of  land  workers  and  mil 
endanger  the  stability  of  the  whole  economic  system.     This  v/ould  be  a  demon~ 
stration  that  the  prewar  economic  system,  however  well  it  may  have  worked  in 
the  past,  will  break  dovm  if  it  cannot  carry  the  burden  of  material  wealth 
which  modern  science  can  create," 

L^^udon  Offers  Helping  Hand 

From  Gordon  Loudon,  farm  service  director  at  W/VL,  New  Orleans,  comes  an 
offer  to  help  other  RFD's.     He  wites:     "Come  December,  the  National  Junior 
Vegetable  Growers'  Association  will  convene  in  Jackson,  Miss,,  for  annual 
meeting.     John  Spell,  a  Mississippi  hoy,  is  president,  but  there  doubtless 
will  be  members  and  representatives  from  other  sections  of  the  nation  in 
attendance, 

"Some  of  the  RFD's  might  like  to  hear  from  some  of  their  local  members 
during  the  convention  , ,  but  find  it  impossible  to  attend  and  get  their  own 
story,     I'll  be  in  Jackson  for  the  event,  making  notes  and  transcriptions 
(perhaps  direct  feed)  for  our  area.     If  I'm  not  besieged  with  requests  for 
coverage,  perhaps  I  can  cqver  the  event  for  other  RFD's  too. 

"If  you'd  like  to  pass  the  word  along,  I'll  be  glad  to  make  either  tape 
or  acetate  recordings  for  members.     Requests  may  be  directed  in  letters  to 
me  at  WM^  (New  Orleans  12),     I  trust -they '  11  reach  me  early  enough  to  me.ke 
plans  before  December  11/'  ^ 

Okay,  Gordon,  we're  glad  to  m.ake  the  offer^     Hope  you're  not  swamped, 
and  especially,  that  the  brothers  write  you  in  plenty  of  time. 


Safety  Council  Announces  Awards 


Station  Yrao,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  I'VTIC,  Hartford,  Conn.;  WKY,  Oklahoma  City, 
Okla,  ;  KGfW,  Stockton,  Calif,;  and  WGY,  Schnectady,  N.Y,  have  been  named  indi- 
vidual station  winners  in  the  third  annual  National  Farm  Safety  Radio  Contest 
conducted  by  the  National  Safety  Council, 

The  Columbia  Country  Journal  was  selected  for  a  special  \ward  of  Honor 
for  broadcasting  the  most  original  network  farm  safety  program  during  National 
Farm  Safety  Week,  July  20-26,  1947. 

In  addition  to  these  awards  to  individual  winners.  Station  IWT,  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  was  awarded  a  certificate  of  honor  for  "an  exceptional  year-round 
program  of  Farm  Safety  Sducation," 

Judges  in  the  contest  were  George  Jennings,  Director  of  the  Chicago  Radio 
Council  and  treasurer  of  the  Association  for  Education  by  Radio;  Walter  John, 
area  chief  of  Marketing  Reports  Division,  PM,  U,  S,  Department  of  Agriculture; 
and  Maynard  H.  Coe,  Director  of  the  Farm  Division  of  the  National  Safety 
Council, 

Dan  Thompson  of  Safety  Council  says  Station  WGY's  Farm  Paper  of  the  Air  was 
selected  as  the  individual  station  presenting  the  most  original  Farm  Safety  Week 
program  because  of  its  "practical,  down-to-earth  portrayal  of  farm  accidents  and 
how  to  p. void  them," 

Station  iTHO  was  selected  for  doing  the  best  individual  all-year-round  farm 
safety  job  in  its  class  with  this  comment  from  the  judges:     "YJHO's  continuous 
program,  of  farm  safety  throughout  the  year  is  proof  of  the  splendid  public 
service  attitude  of  the  station," 

Station  YfTIC  was  cited  for  "one  of  the  best  entries  ever  received  in  the 
three  National  Farm  Safety  Radio  Contests."     Selected  for  the  best  all-year- 
round  programi  in  its  class,  WTIC's  entry  was  suminarized  by  the  judges  as 
follows:     "The  WTIC  entry  might  well  be  used  as  a  text-book  on  the  preparation, 
writing,  editing  and  production  of  safety  programs." 

Station  WKY  was  praised  for  "pn  outstanding  presentation  of  the  farm  safety 
message,  using  all  facilities  of  the  station,  including  orchestra  and  hill-billy 
bands,   commercial  programs  and  college  personnel."     Selected  as  all-year-round 
vdnner  in  its  class,  ?\fKY  received  a  special  accolade  from  the  judges  "for 
carrying  its  public  service  beyond  the  walls  of  the  studio  to  schools,  fairs 
and  even  individual  farms," 

Station  MG,  selected  as  -winner  in  its  class,  was  cited  for  its  "keen  sense 
of  responsibility  to  safety," 

Winners  in  the  contest  receive  the  National  Safety  Council's  Award  of  Honor 

for  distinguished  service  to  safety.     Brothers  Plambeck,  Atwood,  Lemons, 

McKenzie,  Child,  Lerch  and  Worcester  will  no  doubt  be  calling  the  avrards  to 

the  attention  of  their  managers.  ,       , .  , 

(Continued  page  5} 
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Upon  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  Country  Journal's  Avmrd  because  of 
"finished  production  and  presentation  of  Farm  Safety  V^reek  drama  designed 
to  bring  home  the  cost  of  accidents  to  the  entire  family",  Don  Lerch 
commented  that  Country  Journal  changed  its  format  for  this'  particular 
broadcast,  devoting  about  ten  minutes  to  a  dramatic  portrayal  of  tv.'"o 
accidents  which  happened  to  one  family  almost  simultaneously.     Script  vre.s 
based  on  case  histories  and  followed  by  an  interview  with  Congressman 
Clifford  Hope,  Chairman  of  the  House  Agricultural  Committee. 

"liVe  outlined  the  general  pattern  of  the  script  in  the  office  here  and 
checked  the  dramatic  phraseology  and  settings  to  see  that  they  were  natural 
and  in  keeping  with  country  life;  also  checked  the  script  to  see  that  it  was 
not  over-dramatized,"  Lerch  said^ 

Sorry  the  other  boys  are  not  close  enough  for  a  report. 

Geneticist  Journey 


From  Lima,  Peru,  comes  Sr,  Raul  Beingole.,  head  of  the  genetics  depart- 
ment of  La  Molina  Agricultural  Experiment  Station.     He'll  visit  three  ex- 
periment stations  in  southern  states,,     Speaks  good  English,     His  schedule: 
Sept  29-Oct  3,  delta  branch  station,  Stoneville,  Miss,.c.  Oct  13-17,  Baton 
Rouge,  La,,   state  station        Oct  20-24,  rice  station,  Croxvley,  La. 

Hot  Weather  Changes  Immature  Corn  Picture 

BAE  Crop  Reporting  Board  is  making  Vv-eekly  surveys  of  progress  of  corn 
maturity  in  12  corn  belt  states.     First  of  these  special  reports  just  issued 
today  (9/19).     Copy  enclosed  for  RFD's,    Note  that  hot,  dry  weather  in  almost 
all  corn  belt  states  "in  late  July  and  continuing  through  early  September 
speeded  development.     As  a  result,  a  considerable  acreage  of  late  com  which 
has  been  expected  to  be  caught  imjuature  by  killing  frosts  at  average  dates, 
will  be,  poorly  filled,  chaffy  and  lower -yielding  insteado"     -/e'll  try  to  get' 
RFD' s copies  of  these  special  reports,  as  long  as  they're  issued,     Te're  told 
there'll  be  at  least  one  more        and  possibly  others        depending  on  hovi  the 
Vv^eather  develops. 

For  Homie  Canners 


We  enclose  this  week  for  RFD's  a  copy  of  the  popular  publication  .,  Hom.e 
Canning  of  Meat,,     Some  of  you  may  be  able  to  moke  personal  use  of  the  infor- 
mation therein,  or,  if  you  men'tion  it  on  the  air,  w'e  probably  can  take  care 
of  mail  requests.     Understand  v/e  h?ve  the  copies,  but  we're  not  pushing  it  .. 
purely  because  v/e  can't  handle  a  deluge  of  requests  right  at  this  time.  For 
a  free  copy,  addresc  Division  of  Publications,  Office  of  Information, 
Washington  25,  L.  C. 

Futures  Trading        L^der  U,  Sc  Regulation 

Me  call  to  the  attention  of  RFD's  a  ne-.rs  release  entitled,  "Twenty-Five 
Years  of  Futures  Trading  Under  Federal  Act",     It's  been  mailed  under  separate 
cover. 
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AMONG  OllRSSLVES 

i^bout  Tape  -  But  It  Ain't  Red 

We  v.lll  appreciate  hearing  fron  the  RFOs  who  now  are  using  TAPE  recorders, 
or  expect  to  be  using  TAPE  in  the  near  future.     By  ha^/ing  this  information  on 
hand,  v/e  may  be  able  to  render  an  occasional  service  for  "tape-ists",  just  as 
we've  been  able  to  do  a  turn  for  the  "v/ire-i shmen"  several  times  in  the  past. 
Just  write  m.e  and  say  "we  use  Soundmirror  Tape".  Thanks. 

Vve'vG  Moved  Again 


Radio  Service  moved  a  few  paces  dovm  the  hall  this  week.     Most  other  Office 
of  Information  offices  moved  too.     It's  something  like  rearranging  the  furniture 
in  a  home,     'Jhen  RFD's  come  to  call  they'll  see  the   sam.e  faces        at  the  same 
desks  ..  but  the  arrangement  vd.ll  be  different,    Ihen  you  get  off  the  elevator 
on  the  4th  floor,  look  straight  ahead  ,,  and  there's  our  sign,  "Radio  Service". 

Heard  From 

Paul  Visser,  RFD  at  •/^JBZ-'.'/BZA,  Boston:  "Material  from  your  office  comes 
through  nicely,  and  it's  right  on  target.     Percent  of  usage  is  high  on  m.y  hour 
program,  six  days  a  week," 

Robert  B,  Child,   supervisor,   farm  broadcasting,  WGY:     "Please  tell 
lir.  Burkhead  for  us  (see  RFD  letter  8/29),  that  television  lights  at  VfRGB 
are  water-cooled  and  studio  air-conditioned,     rle'd  be  comfortable  here 
v/inter  or  summer.     We're  putting  on  tvro  farm  television  shows  a  m.onth.  Forest 
Service  did  a  swell  job  for  us  in  July". 

Henry  Schacht,  RFD  at  KPO,  San  Francisco,  requests  that  Lyle  './ebster  tran- 
scription on  farming  in  Japan,  and  7/rites  further:  "I'r.  just  settling  back  into 
the  groove  after  vacation  .,  and  then  the  State  fair .Thanks  for  keeping  us 
posted  on  foot-and-mouth  campaign.     That's  of  great  interest  out  here,  I 
enclose  copy  of  script  in  v/hich  I  d^velt  on  the  disease  at  some  length". 

Cordially, 

KEN 

Ass't.  Director  of  Information 
Chief,  Radio  and  Video 

Enclosure  s : 

Dodd's  Memo  on  Fire  Prevention  T^eek 
special  Corn  Maturity  Report 
•^Tood  Properties  and  Paint  Durability 
Home  Canning  of  Meat 
Second  Annual  FAO  Report 
Summary  of  FAO  Geneva  Conference 
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From  tht:  '  -^"^ 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  AGRICULTURE       September  26,  ISKj 
OFf  ICE  OF  INFORMATION 

PulDlic  Enemy 


RADIO  SERVICE 


.    This  isn't  going  to- be  a  very  pretty  item  to  start  off  this  veek's. 
letter.    Nevertheless,  it  is  one  of  the  most  serious  matters  that  has 
come  to 'my  desk  this  veek.  ,  To  put  it  "bluntly/  the  Bure.au  of  Animal  In- 
dustry, is  greatly  concerned,  over  the  continued  heavy,  losses  caused  "by 
"bovine  brucellosis  among  the  dairy,  and  beef  herds  -of  our'  coimtr;y'.  ■  The 
Bui'eau  officials  made  a  special  request  to  us,  (that  is  to  the  KFD's)  to 
help  in  an  information  campaign  aimed  at  reducing  these  losses  >  And 
that .' s  ■  not  as  easy  as  it  sounds..  ■ 

The  toll  of  brucellosis  has  been  variously  estimated  at  from  50  to 
80  millions  of  dollars  annually.    In  addition,  the  disease  is  being  in- 
creasingly recognized  as  a  major  ptiblic  health  problem.    But  this  is  net 
a  subject  that,  at  present,  off ers' much  standard  material  for  regional 
and  State  broadcast.    Measures  of  prevention,  and  control  vary  from  farm  to 
farm,  and.  among  J-ivestock  officials'  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
From  a  therapeutic  standpoint the  long  sought-after  specific  cure  for 
brucellosis  has  not  been  found.  •  •• 

;  .  Me  must-  attack  the  problem  with  a  plan  of  better,  control  directed  to- 
ward final  eradication.    And  that's  where  radio  information  comes  into  the 
picture.    To  give  this  -ptory  most  effectively  and- accurately- -be cause • 
some  angles  of  the  proble^m  are  complex- rthe  Animal  Industry  people  urge,  you 
you  to  work  very  closely  with  your  local  sanitary  officials,  and  check, 
check,  and  double  check  the  information  that  goes  out.    Probably,  of  equal 
importance  is  to  bring  the.  danger  of  brucellosis  right  homo  to  the  farm 
listener  in  a  forceful .way — together,' of  course;  with  what  to  do  about  it. 
The  .eC'Onomic  losses  are  in  themselves  eloquent-..  .  . 

Contact  your  State  Veterinarian,  Extension  Veterinaaiari.,  or  btJriQr 
livestock  officials.    In  the  meantime,  we'll  have  more  i|if dilation  for  .'"•^ 
you  as  it  develops  here. 
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Soil  Eumigants  for  Cotton 

The  Bureau  of  Plant . Industry  is , looking  to  some  of.  the" 
fumigants  such  as  D-D,  Dowf^^me  W,  and  Dowf ume -¥  to  provide  protect ic 
cotton  from  the  rootknot  nematode.     Tests  made  at  USDA's  field  station  at 
Sacaton,  Ariz.,  this  past  summer  show  that  the  chemical  requi^res  no  e?:pensive 
equipment  to  apply  and  actual  cost  of  treatment  is'  low  enougk-  for  pracJtical 
use. 


Mane  Topic 


If  you  read  the  August  l8th  issue  of  Foreign  Agriculture^  you're  prot- 
ably  familiar  with  the  latest  figures  released  by  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations  on  the  world's  horse  population, 

I  made  particular  note  of  the  decline  from  prewar  figures  in  the 
Soviet  Union,,  now  49  percent  under  the  193^-38  average.    In  addition, 
the  report  showed  that  England,  France,  Italy    Hungary,  the  Balkans  and 
the  Soviet  Zone  in  Germany  had  fewer  horses  than  before  the  war.    Even  here 
in  North  America  the  number  of  horses  dropped  21  percent.    But  we  still 
have  20  percent  of  the  horses  in  the  world. 

We  checked  with  Mort  Cooper  in  the  Livestock  Branch,  PMA,  who  had" 
charge  of  the  horse  export  program  last  year^   to  find  out  what  the  United 
States  has  been  doing  to  improve  the  horse ' situation  abroad.    He  says  ; 
that  during  the  calendar  year  19^6,  we  exported  1^8,870  horses.        st  of 
them  were  mares  suitable  for  breeding.     Contrary "to  some  reports  these 
horses  were  not  exported  for  food  purposes.  - 

It's  cheaper  and  better  to  process  horse  meat  for  food  here.  Addi- 
tional "horse  power''  is  one  necessary  step  in  the  rebuilding  of  Europe's 
agriculture.    Ttie  above  figure  indicates  definite  progress. 

First  Federally  Insured  Loan  to  Buy  Farm 

The  first  Federally  insured  farm  purchase  loan  in  the  United  States 
wili  be  made  next  Friday,  October  3,-  ^"t  Americus,  Georgia..    During  a 
special  ceremony  at  Americus,  a  local  banker  will  deliver  a  check  to 
Robert  A.  Hale  for  90  percent  of  the  purchase  price  of  the  farm,  and  Dil- 
lard  B'  .La^sseter^  Administrator  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration,  will 
present  the  banlcer  a  Govermient  certificate  guarante€)ing  repayment  of  the 
loan,    .The  .occasion  launches  a  nationwide  Government  program,  authorized 
by  recent  legislation,  to  help  veterans    tenants,  sharecroppers,,  and  farm 
labgrers  buy  farms  of  their  own,  and  enlarge  or  improve  inade..uate  units, 
through  private  credit  sources.  - 

We  call  it  to  your  attention  because- an  increasing  number  of  Federally 
insured  loans  to  buy  farms  will  be  made  from  now  on,  and  there  may  soon 
be  a  "first"  in  your  locality,  which  you  would  like  to  feature  In  a  broad- 
cast.   For  advance  notice  of  such  a  loan,  contact  the  nearest  office  of  the 
Farmers  Home  Administration.  ' 

N , N '  -PI - ( SULFOALKYL )'k,k'  -DIAMINODIPHENYLSUIFOKES 

The  thousand- legger  pictured  above  is  the  result  of  a  new  patent 
••Just  granted  by  the  United  States  Patent  Office  to  a  scientist'  I'n  Man- 
chester, England,    Actually,  it  is  a  water  soluable  compound  that  is 
valuable  in  treating  bovine  mastitis.'- 

Be^TDoldg^  to  Texas  -■  Dana  Reynolds  leaves  Sept.  28  to  conduct  a  series  of 
Extension  Radio  Schools  with  Radio  Editor  i^oidy  Adam  in  Texas »    Five  two 
day  schools  are  planned. 
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Supplies  of  Peanuts  at  Seasonal  Low 


Supplies  of  peanuts  are  now  at  their  seasonal  low,  according  to  EAE's 
latest  report.  Commercial  supplies  on  August  3I  were  27.6  million  pounds, 
compared  with  52.7  million  pounds  a  month  earlier.  ■  This  is  the  lowest 
August  31  supply  since  1939. 

"Two  El&des  Where  One  Was  Before" 

In  contrast  with  the  small  seed  crops  of  "bromegrass  and  crested-wh 
gross  that  were  produced  in  19^6,  BAE  says  production  of  "both  these  imjJ 
tant  dry  land  grasses  is  much  larger  this  year.    And  for  good  measure.  /.  § 
first  crop  of  Bermuda  grass  seed  is  the  largest  in  eight  years  of  recc^f _^ 
Largest  increases  in  "bromegrass  seed  were  reported  for  Nebraska  and  Kai. 
South  Dakota^  Nebraska  and  Montana  were  leading  producing  states  for  cro, 
wheat  "grass.    Arizona  and  the  Blythe  section  in  California  were  the  heav^^^ 
first-crop  Bermuda  grass  seed  producing  areas.  •'  .' 


Hessian  Fly  Survey 


Field  s^orveys  made  at  harvest  time  19^7  "by  the  Bureau  of  Entomology 
and  Plant  Quarantine  in  cooperation  with  state -agricultural  agencies  of 
Kansas/  Oklahoma.  Nebraska^  Icwa^  Missouri^  Illinois ^  Ohio^  New  York,  Penn- 
sylvania^ and  New    JoTsey  indicate  that  hessian  fly  infestations  are  low 
in  California^  and  in  a  major  portion  of  the  winter  wheat  "belt  from  western 
Kansas  to  the  Atlantic  coast.    Moderate  infestations  are  present^  however, 
in  western  and  southwestern  Nebraska,  south-central  and  southeastern  Kansas, 
northeastern  Oklahoma^  eastern  Icwa,  northwestern^  west-central  and  eastern 
Missouri,  central  and  southern  Illinois,  Kentucky ^  and  east  Tennessee^-a-nd 
a  very  heavy  one  is  reported  from  northeastern  Colorado.     Careful  observance 
of  safe  seeding  dates  has  "been  recommended^  especially  in  the  areas  of  mod- 
erate and  heavy  infestations.  ■  - 

Dairy  Herd  Improvement  Eeport 

Cows  in  dairy -herd-improvement -association  herds  established  another 
new  high  record  in  19^6  by  producing  an  average  of  8,635  pou-nds  of  milk  and 
3^9  po-onds  of  butterfat  per  cow,*    So  goes  the  report  from  the  Agricultural 
Research  Administration's  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry.     The  previous  high  record 
was  established  in  19^5  when  the  average  production,  of  association  cows  was 
8,592  pounds  of  milk:  and  3^6  pounds  of  butterfat. 

These  high  producing  association  herds  were  not  quickly  developed.  Over 
the  years,  association  members  have  brought  their  herds  to  the  present  high 
level  of  production  by  following  three  simple,  but  basic,  practices.  They 
have  used  the  association  records  on  their  herds  to  (l)  cull  low-producing 
unprofitable  cows,   (2)  feed  the  remaining  cows  according  to  "their  individual 
milking  ability^  and  (3)  select  the  best  animals ■ in  their  herds  as  breeding 
-atock.  to  improve  the  inheritance  of  their  future  herds  for  high-producing 
capacity.  . 

Just  another  dollars  and  cents  angle  to  farming.    See  your  State  College 
Dairy  Herd  Improvement  Association  folks  for  your  details . 


Hurricane  Damage 


BAE  released  its  preliminary'-  report  this  week  on  h^orricane  damage  to 
fruit  and  vegetable  crops  in  the  Florida  area.    It  appears  at  this  early 
data  that  Florida  growers  may  havo  lost  four-  or  five  million  hexes  of  grape- 
fruit and  one  to  two  million  boxes  of  oranges  . .  Three  or  four  thousand  acres 
of  snap  heans  planted  since  late  August  were  swept  out  hy  rains.    And  ahcut 
twenty -five  hundred  acres  of  tomatoes  which  had  "been  planted  and  thinned 
are  reported  lost.    Eggplant,  peppers  and  cucumhers  were  also  hard  hit. 
Damage  was  heaviest  on  the  lower  east  and  west  coasts  of  the  State. 


Eice  harvesting  continued  to  make  good  progress  in  the  southern  "belt 
c-^d  was  well  "begun  in  Cclifornia  during  the  week  ending  Septem"ber  22.  ac- 
cording to  USDA's  rice  market  news  service.  .  No  serious  damage. was  done 
hy  the  hurriccjio  which  passed  throug  eastern  Louisiana  and  into  Arkansas 
during  the  week. 

4-H  Achievem,ent  Week 

Dates  for  National  h-E  Achievement  Week  have  "been  set  November  1  to  9- 
Its  the  one  time  in  the  year,  that  the  local  k-E  Clubs  and  individual  mem-  :, 
bers  balance  the  ledger  on  their  k-E  projects  and  take, stock  of  their  ac- 
compli slime  nts  .    Local  radio  is  about  the  only  chance  for  recognition  that, 
most  of  them  get.    State  ^-H  Club  Loaders  and  County  A.gents  have  the  dope.- 

^-H  Congress 

Joe  Tonkin  has  heard  from  about  a  dozen  , of  the  .fellows  on  their  plans 
for  coverage  of  events  at  k-E  Congress  and  the  International  Livestock 
Show  in  Chicago.     Let  Joe  know  your  ideas  so  we  can  arrange  better  service 
for  you.    Definite  plans  will  be  announced  later. 


Upland  cotton  ginned  in  the  United  States  through  September  15,  19^7 
was  cons iderr^bly  higher  in  grade  but  somewhat  shorter  in  staple  length 
than  for  the  corresponding  period  last  season,  according  to  the  PMA-Cotton 
Branch.    Early  ginnings  this  year  contained  more  than" twice  as  much  Good 
Middling  and  Strict  Middling  as  did  the  ginnings  to  the  same  date  last 
year.  - 


Smoke  Jumpers  Jump 

The  largest  contingent  of  Forest  Service  smoke  Jumpers  every  used  at  ■ 
one-  time  by  the  United  States  Forest  Service  were  called  into  action  sev- 
eral weeks  ago,  when       men  parachuted  to  battle  a  forest  fire  in  the 
Flathead  river  country  of  Montana,    A  i^^^d  to  make  three  trips  to  carry 

the  chutists-  to  the  Ji;imping  point.     ■  -  ' 


Cotton 


Now  Atomic  Inf ormo,tion  Boss 


Annoijincement  was  made  this  week  of  the  appointment  of  Morse  Salisbury^ 
one  time  director  of  Inf'ormation,  USI5/V,  to  "be  Director  of  Information,  Con- 
trols and  Service  for  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission. 


Research  and  Marketing  Releases 

We" call  your  attention  to  the  news  releases  on  Research  and  Marke 
projects  which  have  "been  sent  to  you  since  the  last  report.  Here  are 
titles:  Eccnom^ic  Studies  to  he  Made  Under  R  and  M  Act;  Research  Stud 
Set  Up  on  Wind  Erosio>n  and  Underground  Irrigation  Water;  Better  Peanu 
ject  of  Research  Project;  Four  Livestock  Resear'ch  Projects  Approved  h, 
USDA  Approves  Certified  Seed  Research  Project; •  Livestock  Marketing;  Tr 

portation  Studies  Approved  Under  Research  and 'Marketing  Act;  Wool  Resea 
Project  Approved  "by  tJSDA;  Research  Seeks  to  Prevent  Insect  Damage  to  Far.l 
Products  Used  in  Building;  Fresh  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Studies  to  Cut  Wasted 
Hold  Quality;  USDA  Launches  Project  to  Cut  Egg  Losses;  Research  Will  Seek 
Cause  and  Cure  of  Virus  Diseases  of  Cherries;  Greater  Benefits  from  Farm 
Woodlots  to  he  Sought  Through  Research;  Dairy  Cattle  Improvement  to  he  Sought 
Under  Research  and  Marketing  Act;  Project  to  Develop  Plant  Disease  Forecast- 
ing Service;  Cotton  Mechanization  Will  he  Subject  of  Research. 


Boxcars 

Five  hundred  boxcars  have  been  definitely  allocated  by  the  Association 
of  American  Railroads  for  the  .shipment  of  Rye -grass.  Vetch,  and  Austrian 
Winter  Peas  from  the  Pacific • Northwest  to  Southeastern  consuming  areas  in 
order  to  relieve  the  shortage  there. 


Netherlands  Scientist  Visits  Experiment  Stations 

Professor  E.  Brouwer,  who  is  professor  of  Animal  Physiology  at  the 
College  of  Agriculture,  Wage ningen.  The  Netherlands  will  visit  a  number 
of  Agricultural  Experiment 'Stations  throughout  the  country  during  October 
and  November.    We ' understand  his  command 'of  English  is 'good      His  itiiiery 
will  be  as  follows:     October  6  -  Agricultural  Exporiment  Station,  Durham, 
New  Hampshire;  October  I5  -  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Ithaca,  New 
York;  October  20  -  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  State  College,  Pennsyl- 
vania; October  28  -  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Urbana,  Illinois; 
Novpnber'-3  -  Agricultural  Ezperinont  Station,  Columbia,  Mieeouri;  November  12 
Agricultural  Experiment,  St-ation^  St.  Paul,.  Minnesota;  Novenbor  I7  -  Agricul- 
tural Experiment  Station,  Davis ^  California, 

Canada  Has  Now  Type  Sheep  '       ■        '  • 


A  new  type  of  sheep,  knoirm  as  the  Romnelet,  has  been  produced  in  ; 
Canada  by  crossing  the  Romney  March,  a  long  wool  animal,  with  the  Ram- 
bouillet,  a  fine  wool  producer.     Officials  at  the  Dominion  Experimental 
Fams,  who  developed  it,  say  it  may  make  Canada  independent  of  imported, 
wool  supplies,  and  that  it  may  yield  wool  ,equal  to  the  best  produced 
anywhere  in  the  world. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 

New   EFD  Larry  Kindle  at  KFYR,  Bismark^  North  Dakota,  solved  the 
prohlom  of  spelling.    We  read  it  KIEKDLE.    Which  reminds  me  that  ve're 
checking  the  EFD  Letter  list  for  spelling  emd  other  corrections.  A 
corrected  list  vill  he  prepared,  soon. 

Just  had  a  note  from  Bill  McGinnies,  director  of  the  Forest  and 
Range  Experiment  Station,  Fort  Collins,  Colo,  in  vhich  he  says  some  pretty 
nice  things  about  the  vay  Hal  Re noil et  at  KOA  and  Lowell  Watts  at  KLZ 
have  teen  helping  get  the  Forest  Service  information  on  research  etc,  to 
the  public  and  in  developing  some  "better  and  better  programs".  Marvin 
i  .      Russcl  (ex-Colorado  State  College  information  director)  and  Rex  Bro-vm 
,  (present  infomaticn  director  and  RFD  at  CSC)  -worked  closely  with  both 
;  the  radio  men  and  Dr.  McGinnies  in  developing  the  programs.    By  the  way, 
maybe  Hal  could  send  you  a  copy  of  his  nev^s  notes  ■  DAY  BY  DAY  WITH 

THE  MILE  HIGH  FARMER.    Brother  Hal's  concisness  is  like  a  cool  breeze  on 
the  desert.    Both  Hal  and  Lowell  have  a  keen  appreciation  of  the  direct 
tie-up  between  the  forest,  grass  and  farm  lands,  and  the  cities  there  on 
the  eastern  slope . 

Soil  Conservation 

From  the  council  fires  of  Big  Chief  Dave  Davidson  of  the  PMA  tribe 
comes  the  following  smoke  signal  that  we  believe  merits  much  wampum. 

A  farm  magazine  published  pictures  of  a  dilapidated  house  sjid  a 
washed-away  field  and  invited  its  readers  to  "tell  your  own  story  of 
the  two  pictiires."    An  Oklahoma  Indian  won  over  2,60^  contestants  with 
the  following: 

"Both  pictures  show  white  man  craz;y .    Make  big  tepee,  plow  hill. 
Water  wash.    Wind  blow  soil,  grass  all  gone.    Squaw  gone,  papoose  too. 
No  chuck-away.    No  pig,  no  corn,  no  hay,  no  cow,  no  pony.    Indian  no 
plow  land.    Keep  grass.    Buffalo  eat.     Indian  eat  buffalo.    Hide  make 
tepee,  moccasins,'  too.    Indian  no  make  terrace.    No  build  dam.    No  give 
dam.    All  time  eat.    No  hunt  job.    No  hitchhike.    No  ask  relief.-  No 
shoot  pig #    Great  Spirit  make  grass.     Indian  no  waste  anything.  Indians 
no  work.    White  man  heap  crazy." 

Cordially, 

Ass't.  Director  of  Information 
Chief,  Radio  and  Video 


Enclosures:  • 


Statement  by  the  President 
Special  Com  Maturity  Report 


